By Honey C. Hastings

Wiy sew vour own equipment? To save
money? - Well, yesand no: A better rea
son 15 1he possibility that you may need
cauipment that ismt commercially @vail

able. This issue's project 15 |ust such an
y one-persen lenl, and a super

It should weigh no
1

HETY
light one al Ihal
mare than 2 |bs
fabrics you use

Some very expenenced bikors reluse
locarry atlent, preferring tha lightweight
and varsalile nylon farp whan they
hother o put amgdhing  betweoeen her
down bags and the stars, Fine- il swits
therr bodies and 1he climales they camgp
in For myself, | always carry atent The
Mew York-Mew England aredas which |
hike in can have rain unpredictably in
amy monlh and when 15 nol cold
enough to need A lenl the mesguiloes
flies and no-see-ums take over all the
sl camping spols. A lent is also reas
surning protechon dagamst small anmals
and things that go bump in the might

My one person ent s prmanly de
sigrecd for il weather, bt b weould
give at least as much protechon as a
targ if things turn cold. Baswally, if s d
racsn e netting lube dent with 2 waler
proof floor As a tube tent it is strung 1o @
frae at the head and 1o a tree or down
[0 Ihe ground @1 the (ool Allernatively,
anl-pole could be improvised at the site
[hetent has sixstake loops. Carry slakes
or improvise aceording ooyour 1asle
ik to carry lour 1 07, slakes

I'he tube tent 15 protecied by a water
prisof fly whieh exends 12 inches farther
at the fool and two (et larther &t the
head. Thetly can be rigged on the same
slakes or on sepdrale ones [beller) or
oven secured by cord to rocks Plastic
shaehng or your poncho can sobshiule
for the fly, but they aren’t as efficient and
thix poncho must be supplemented with
apiece of something water prool 1o g
anough length. Baetter to use vour pon

depending on
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b o cover your gearn, which won b it
insicle the tent with you
Supphes needead
= Hag yis ol nylan mosaguito netting
« yds ot 45 m coaled nylon 1affela or
ripatop tor floor
= foyds ol 450 coated nylon npstop
for fly
= M oyd
palches
« Two 300N Appers
 1toyds of thon nylon lape or webbkeng
= A0 nylon [ parachute loord
« Seam sealer
« [ual Doty thread (oolton wrap nylon)
Foyunpermian
« |arge culhrg area such as an uncar
peted floor
= carpenfer's rule or several yardshicks
= shears
= atraighl pins
= qromimet kil
= SEWING machme
Ihelistof supples needs turther com:-
ment. First the nelhng comes n o widths
from 300 to 60 m. Gel tho wides! avail
[ able to reduce the number of Sadrms

mack cloth for reintorcement

Check the cutting diagram when calcu
lating yardage for a panticular widih of
net. Remember to allow for 3% mn . seams

The flaor fabric can be any weight
from 1.9 oz 1o 3.5 oz. persg, yd., de
dending on your prederence dor light
weighl over durabality 111Fs available, the
iy can be made of 1.5 oz, coated ripston,
since itis not subject lo as much wear
and lear. Otherwise, 1.9 o2 npstop 1=
fine

Wery lightweight [dress wegnt) nylon
coll ippers arg quite suflicient Tor ths
proj@ct and will halp mimimize weight
Untortunately, the 30 in ength s ditficull
o find. Check a dressmakers’ supplier
or the dopartment store wilh the bes)
sewar) sechon s fals, gel tha hohl
sl weighl sps al your backpacking
storc or mail order lirm

Laying aut and cuthng the large oo,
nething and fly peces 15 best done on a
large bare floor Move furmiture if neces
sary and vacuum or sweap, With each
mece. first join edges with flat tell seam
A5 needed o give g large enouagh rect
angle of fabnc to cut the dimensions
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shown. To minimize the difficulty in
yolved in cutting such big peces lold he
[abne in half parallel o the length with
thee wrong (coated) side ol (Metting
has no right or wrong side ] Pin the sel
vages togelher in several places 0 pre-
wizrt shifting

Craw the inchcated measurements on
the faboe, remembarning o divide widih
measurements m hall bocause of he
loldaed fabric. A fell ip marker works
well on the nel bul be caredul of your
flogr Cut through both layers at once
Mote: All seams are 3% 0 wide

MAKING THE TENT
1 Gl oul Noor pece, carsfully 1olowing
measurements. Onthe right [uncoated )
side, mark 1he center of each side as
shwn
2 Measure in 430 from each edge at
the corners and along side centers and
flrawe an X at each intersection Tha re
infarcements and looped webbing wall
be sewn on at thiese points
3 Cul sk Bn pieces ol pe Heat soal
thecul edges. Formeachintoaloop and
sowloa Py din reinlorcament pIgce as
shcwn,
4 Sewlheloops and palches (o the Hoor
ateach X mark as illustrated

Fold Zipper
Tabs Lnder

Lipper
€ rnstrad tisen

Head Neteing
with Crrommer

Fhe Finoshed Prodouce

5 Cul ot the throe netling pieces Mark
thecenters. Theloottriangle (the smiallar
of the two Inangles) should be rein
forced al tho apex wilth a Sin square ol
pack cloth which is folged 0 Ralb o
anonally. Sew patch in placo

£ Sew nething 1o floor along thae lenath
of one side, using flat fell seam. Since
the tloor piece is longer start by pinming

the fabnics 1ogether al the center mark. |

and minin each direchon Be sure thal
the wider enads (head) of both peces
are logether Starl finst row of stilching
#in from raw edges

7 After sewing one side, pinand sew the
other long swle. Resull will be a lang
open-endad tuba

B. Matching center marks, attach toof tri-
ancle o lloor prece al the narrow end ol
the tube by a flat fell seam

9 Working from the inside of the tant,
pir the equilaleral sides of 1he oo 10 tha
tent body, Check by tesl where ane cor
ner webbing 15 centered and start shitch-
N0 As close o s poinl as possible
without stitching the webbing itsel. Sew
up 1o the apex and down to the athear
correr webhing in one operation

10. Fold over the scam allowance and
shitch agam using he hem seam. Tim
olf the excass floor tabnic it 1he cornars
11 Foldin net ecge at head of tenl 3% m
Fin sippors inplace o net The zips must
be about 1in apart at the ten peak Thi
olra sAp tape bevond the teeth should
b forlclad under Both pull 1abs are at the
fop ot the tant wheon the zippers are
closed, but one should tace inode the
lentl and thea ather cutsida

12, Shtch zippaers 1o net in one canfinu
ous sedm Hamember 1o lack securely
al start and hinish

13 Renforceapex area with S in squarng

of pack cloth lolded diagonally. With
Zips open. shitch patch o inside of ent
on the Zig stitching line

4. Attach head triangle o floor by flat fell
HEATTI

15. Fold in tmangle and pin in place 1o
closed nppers. Opoen aips. Slilch

>, Rt
i e

16 Shitch ront and sicles togetber below
ZIps a5 N step 9, using plain seam Trim
off extra fabric

10 Culout Ty Mark a5 shown on wroni
sicho

18 Using 20 sgo palches, sew rein
[orcements 1y in in from the edge at
gach cornar and side marks

19, Hermn fly all around with Y2 . Bem
Sew cormers in box gattern as petured
200 Atlach grommets wattun the herm 1o
ewht areas reinforced in step 18, Attach
grormmeats (o the apex renlorcements
at the head and foot of the tent

21 In wel-venhlated area. apoly seam
sealer ocinsides at seams in Noor and
Iy

22 Cutoft 25-30 1t of cord and seal the
ends, String Hirough the fent, ying 3@
lumpy knol on the nades o the head
and tool grommets Whan pitching (he
tent with the tly, stnng cord through the
head and foot grommets ot the fly. e
lenots on the lenl side ol the grommiels
lo secure fly and provent rain from run
rung donen intc the tent.




